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Introduction

Low-Content
Books

Why Low-Content Books…
Low-Content books have been really popular for 100+ years, and
for good reason:
• People like to use them as a way to pass the time.
• They’ve been shown to be very relaxing. There’s even health
and scientific studies that show that people who color, or solve
like crossword puzzles, or different things like that, that that
relaxing has a positive impact on their bodies.
• Many low-content books help reduce stress hormones!
Of course, if that book happens to be an expert-level puzzle
book (one of the types of low-content books I personally love to
create) it may not be THAT relaxing. With the last puzzle book that I
wrote, only one person that solved it, and he was pretty stressed
out by the time he was done. He DID enjoy it though.
Low-Content Books can also play a big part of engaging our
children…not just picture books or reading books, but activity
books as well. Sure, any child can play a video game on their
iPhone, or iPad, but when you put an activity book or a puzzle book
in front them, it’s amazing how quickly they will engage. I’ve seen it
over and over.
Most low-content books, you can design and publish in just a
few days, if you keep at it. Certain types of low-content books, like
journals, can be cranked out fairly quickly once you get a template
and system in place!

Why Low-Content Books…
These types of books don’t have to take a huge amount of time
to create to provide genuine value, and that is one of the attractive
features of creating them.
Another HUGE benefit to creating Low-Content Books is that
many of these types of books are consumables. “Consumable”
means that, once your customer uses the book, they will have to
buy another one to continue (journal and puzzle books are good
examples).

Where to I Get Ideas?
The “ideas” part of the creation process is where some people
seem to get hung up. Even though there are so many opportunities
for creating these types of books, I’ve found that having so many
options can also hinder people from really diving in. It’s called,
Shiny Object Syndrome!
I am often asked, “Which type of low-content book could I make
the most money in?” That’s the WRONG question!
The answer for the BEST book to create is this: Whichever one
you feel inspired to create! There is no magic formula for creating
successful, high yield, high-dollar-amount books. It doesn’t exist. I
don’t care what other people say. It just doesn’t exist. There’s no
magic buttons.

Why Low-Content Books…
Your goal for getting the books done is simply to do your
research homework and strive to make them look as professional
as possible. THAT is where the money is…in understanding what
your customer wants, and then producing those books for your
ideal customers.
As you read through this book, allow the examples and
resources to inspire you but ALSO determine which types of LowContent Books you would love to create…then DO IT!
Gift Book Design
https://www.giftbookdesign.com/
Puzzle Book Design
https://www.puzzlebookdesign.com
Make Doodle Books
http://makedoodlebooks.com
Pencil Pastimes
https://www.pencilpastimes.com
Photo Book Masterclass
https://www.photobookmasterclass.com
Educational Product Design
https://www.educationalproductdesign.com

Chapter One

Gift Books

The Gift Book Market…
Gift Books are those fun books that are packed full of imagery
and wisdom…or not…meant to be given as gifts! They can be
designed for nearly ANY genre.
They’re considered “Low-Content” books because they are
mostly driven by images and a few words. They are also often
smaller sizes and page counts as well and are found in both hard
cover and paperback.
Here are a few examples…

The Book Message…
Today, the “quote” force to recon with is Memes. They are
popular on social media (but also elsewhere) they are cultural
symbols and social ideas that spread virally. Their primary purpose
is to either make people laugh, inspire them or to make fun of
others.
We can communicate what’s on our minds more quickly and
succinctly and provides a way to belong.
Here are a few great sources to find popular quotes:
• https://www.tumblr.com/tagged/popular-quotes
• https://www.tumblr.com/search/popular+quotes
• http://www.searchquotes.com
• https://www.brainyquote.com
You can also search on Pinterest: “Popular Quotes,” Google:
“Popular Quotes” and “Popular Memes.”
Our goal is to pull together:
– Illustrations / Graphics / Photographs
– Quotes / Sayings / Inspired Words
– Fonts / Colors / Styles
– Stick with a theme or topic.
Design and layout the pages accordingly, then upload to print
(KDP Print / Ingram Spark).

Resources…
Photos:
https://pixabay.com
https://stocksnap.io
http://www.pexels.com
https://snappygoat.com
http://visualhunt.com
http://freephoto.cc
http://librestock.com

Fonts:
GoogleFonts: https://fonts.google.com
FontSquirrel: https://www.fontsquirrel.com
1,001Fonts: http://www.1001fonts.com
DaFont: http://www.dafont.com
InkyDeals: https://www.inkydeals.com
Creative Market: https://creativemarket.com/fonts
Pixelo: https://www.pixelo.net

Designing Gift Books…
Image Editors:
– Photoshop.
– PhotoPea.
Page Layout:
– InDesign.
– LucidPress.
– Powerpoint.
– Canva.
– Affinity Publisher.
Taking the Next Step…
What I’ve shared today is the perfect foundation for diving into a
super hot publishing
market! The truth is
that ANYONE can
create Gift Books…
even YOU! I can’t
wait to see what you
create!

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

Each of us holds a deep longing
and desire to have our soul fed
on a regular basis.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

For many of us, this area of
life is often lacking.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

However, there are three simple
ways we can accomplish this:
Inspiration. Celebration.
Laughter.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

It just so happens that these
are the three THEMES that sell
so well as Gift Books.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

Today’s technology and
resources make it SO easy for
ANYONE to design and sell
Gift Books.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

First, Gift Books are lowcontent books, meaning they
don’t have higher word counts
you see with other types of
books.
https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Books focus more on
images and meme-style
sayings. That also means
smaller page counts.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

Second, most if not all your
images can come from the
Public Domain!

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

There is a nearly limitless
supply of illustrations and
photos there that are perfect
for Gift Books.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

Third, Gift Books actually sell
better in non-bookstore
environments.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

That’s huge because it means
you have MANY more sales
channels available to you!

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

In “Gift Book Design,” you
will discover everything you
need to dive into this evergrowing market.

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

You will receive all the best
resources, step-by-step demos
on designing Gift Books,
marketing and sales insights
and more!
https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Gift Book Design Example…

Gift Book Design Example…

Claim your spot HERE:
GiftBookDesign.com

https://www.giftbookdesign.com

Chapter Two

Puzzle Books

Creating Puzzle Books…
The marketing experiment used by newspapers and magazines
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries was ”puzzle contests.” The
goal was to increase readership and it worked! As a result, that
experiment established puzzles as an evergreen, popular challenge.
This led to the continued and ongoing popularity of puzzle and
activity books today! Nielsen Bookscan estimates that some 12
million Coloring Books were sold in 2015. Penny Press/Dell sells
around 2 million puzzle books per month (That’s around $10m $15m per month)! And that doesn’t include other Puzzle Book
Publishers or Children’s Activity and Educational Books.
These are low word-count, consumable books that ANYONE can
create, and they come in many forms, including:
• Word Search

• Gokigen

• Crossword Puzzles

• Hidden Picture

• Sudoku

• Kakuro

• Mazes

• Roundabouts

• Cryptograms

• Shikaku

• Logic Puzzles

• Anagrams

• FindAQuote

• Rebus

• Futoshiki

• Dot-to-Dot

Creating Puzzle Books…
The Puzzle Book creation process is similar to creating other
types of books…
• Decide on the type of activity or puzzle book you want to
create.
• You can focus on just ONE puzzle type or many types together.
• Create the puzzle page content.
• Publish the book using KDP Print or IngramSpark.
• Rinse and repeat over and over.
When it comes to creating the actual puzzles for your book,
there are primarily 3 methods to choose from:
• Self-created: The most fun, but also challenging and timeconsuming.
• Software generators: Easiest and fastest creation method.
• Public Domain sources: Great resource but limited to what
already exists.
The following pages share many of the types of puzzles you can
easily create yourself for your OWN puzzle-based books!

Kakuro Puzzles…
Kakuro puzzles are similar with crosswords, but instead of letters the board is filled
with digits (from 1 to 9). The board’s squares need to be filled in with these digits in
order to sum up to the specified numbers. You are not allowed to use the same digit
more than once to obtain a given sum. Each Kakuro puzzle has a unique solution.
Good luck!

Sudoku Puzzles…
With Sudoku Puzzles, the objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits in such a way that
each column, each row, and each of the nine 3×3 grids that make up the larger 9×9
grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9. Good luck!

Futoshiki Puzzles…
The objective of the Futoshiki Puzzles is to fill the grid with numbers so that each
row and column is filled with unique digits. The < and > symbols provide additional
clues that show you the relationship between adjacent squares. In this case, you are
limited to numbers 1 through 7. Good luck!

Find-a-Quote Puzzles…
A quote is included above a maze of letters beginning at the top left of the maze
and ending at the bottom right. Between these two points, the text meanders
randomly throughout the maze. The task is to find the quote by tracing the path of the
text by drawing a circle around each successive letter of the text. Good luck!

Maze Puzzles…
Start at the beginning entrance and work your way to the exit as quickly as
possible. Not as easy as you might think. Good luck!

Gokigen Puzzles…
The object of Gokigen Puzzles is to draw a diagonal line in each box.../ or \. The
numbers represent line intersections. For instance, where you see a (2), that means
that TWO diagonals MUST intersect with the (2). (0) means NO diagonals can intersect
with it. Good luck!

Word Search Puzzles…
Find all the words related to Astronomy. You can search all directions. Good luck!

Adventure
Alien
Astronaut
Astronomy
Celestial
Cosmology

Eclipse
Expedition
Extraterrestrial
Galactic
Horizon
Intergalactic

Journey
Lunar
Meteorite
Nebula
Orbit
Planetary

Propulsion
Quasar
Rendezvous
Satellite
Space
Sunspot

Telescope
Trajectory
Universe
Uranus
Velocity
Weightlessness

Anagram Puzzles…
Below you’ll find 5 anagrams. Each phrase represents a different dinosaur. See if
you can unscramble the letters to discover which dinosaurs are hiding! Good luck!

Ruinous Goat Gas: _______________________
Priest Actor : _______________________
Has Curious Bra : _______________________
Soup Should Air : ________________________
Adopts Cruelty : _______________________

Crossword Puzzles…
Test your knowledge of Dinosaurs with this crossword puzzle! Good luck!

ACROSS

DOWN

6. Which dinosaur had the greatest known length
at 39-52 meters?

1. The sail-backed Dimetrodon existed during which
prehistoric period?

7. What dinosaur had the tiniest brain and was
the dumbest dinosaur of all?
11. The earliest named dinosaur found so far.

2. Which dinosaur had three strongly curved claws,
which were similar in construction and flexibility to
the wing bones of modern birds?

12. A person who studies fossils and prehistoric
life such as dinosaurs is known as a what?

3. What is the biggest known predatory marine
creature in the history of Earth?

13. Name for meat-eating dinosaurs which means
“beast-footed.”
14. Apatosaurus is also widely known by what
other name?
15. The name of the first dinosaur that appeared
around 225 or 230 million years ago.

4. Which dinosaur has a name that literally means,
“First Horned Face”?
5. What prehistoric fish that was believed to be
extinct was rediscovered in 1938 off the coast of
South Africa?
8. One of the largest flesh-eating land animals ever.
9. What does the word “Dinosaur” mean?
10. How many horns did Triceratops have?

Crosspatch Puzzles…
Fill in the Crosspatch using the Astronomy Words listed below. Good luck!

Adventure
Alien
Astronaut
Astronomy
Celestial
Cosmology
Eclipse
Expedition
Extraterrestrial
Galactic

Horizon
Intergalactic
Journey
Lunar
Meteorite
Nebula
Orbit
Planetary
Propulsion
Quasar

Rendezvous
Satellite
Space
Sunspot
Telescope
Trajectory
Universe
Uranus
Velocity
Weightlessness

Shikaku Puzzles…
In Shikaku Puzzles, some of the squares in the grid are numbered. The objective is
to divide the grid into rectangular and square sections such that each section contains
exactly one number, that number representing the area of the rectangle or square.
Overlaps are not allowed. Good luck!

Roundabouts Puzzles…
A Roundabouts puzzle consists of a square or rectangular array of squares in which
some of the squares contain a circular roundabout. The puzzle is solved by drawing a
path which passes through the center of every square without crossing over itself until
it returns to the square in which it started. The path must change direction at every
roundabout, and it must also change direction exactly once in the intervening squares
between roundabouts. There is a single unique solution which can be found without
recourse to guessing. Good luck!

Roundabouts Puzzles…
There are two parts to an Acrostic puzzle:
A list of Words with the identity of each word being indicated by a Clue, just as
happens in a standard crossword puzzle. These words do not interlink with each other,
but the set of first letters, taken in order, spell out an additional word (or phrase or
sentence) which is referred to as the Key Word.
A Key Paragraph which appears in a grid with the spaces between words being
represented by means of black cells. This results in an appearance which is very similar
to that of a traditional crossword puzzle. Typically, the Key Paragraph will be a clue to
the identity of the Key Word mentioned above.
Each letter in the list of Words also appears in the Key Paragraph, and its location in
the Key Paragraph is indicated by means of an identification number. Similarly, each
letter in the Key Paragraph appears in the list of Words, and its location is indicated by
means of both the identification number, and an identifying letter to show the Word
which contains it. Good Luck!

Clues
A. Shameful
B. Assailant
C. Deliberate avoidance of aggression where
hostility exists
D. Face cover
E. Irrational
F. Not having
G. Republic in SE Asia
H. Fragments
I. Dull
J. Amid

Puzzle Quest
On the pages that follow, you will discover secret
messages sent from the master detective himself,
Sherlock Holmes!
Each type of puzzle reveals the new puzzles we will be
exploring and creating in my follow-up training,
“Advanced Puzzle Design.”
In this advanced training, you will discover, stepby-step, how to increase your puzzle creation skills
for each of the following puzzle types:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acrostics Puzzles
Dot-to-Dot Puzzles
Hidden Picture Puzzles
Photo-Based “I Spy” Puzzles
Nonogram Puzzles
Tangrams
Logic Puzzles
And Much More!

We also look at Puzzles and puzzle
creation specifically for the Children's
Market.

Horsing
Around
I’ve made a discovery, dear Watson, that Logic Puzzles are nothing more than the
practice of formulas and templates! Once the magical combinations of numbers and
words are revealed, limitless numbers of puzzles can be generated for hours and hours
of good fun and sleuthing! Try this one, Watson, inspired by my delightful ride this
afternoon with Lady Kristen.
Upon arriving at Lady Kristen’s beautiful countryside villa this morning, I was
immediately taken by the corral of champion horses near the old apple tree planted
by her Grandfather. The horses were watered and saddled, ready for a spirited ride
through the nearby forest. Being a bit of an equestrian fancier, I immediately
observed that all but two of the well-bred horses were Arabian, all but two of them
were Andalusian, and all
but two of them were
Appaloosa. How many
horses did Lady Kristen
have ready for us?

Dotted Dilemma
Watson, I believe I may have uncovered an ancient, mythical beast in the south of
London, but the path to its true identity is hidden by a pathway of numbers! I have
heard from a not-so-reliable source that these dotted debacles can be created at
will to cloak the secret nature of the object. I have a boat to catch, Watson, so I
have sent this stippled puzzle to you with full confidence that you will reveal the
savage creature!

Nono-Sense
I apologize for missing our meeting earlier today, dear Watson, but I
was delayed due to a last-minute adoption of a rather unusual and unconventional attire that may
prevent me from seeing you anytime soon. The role for which I must remain in situ may lead us to the
identity of the criminal responsible for unleashing the countless villains who attacked you while you slept.
Until I can once again join you, I secured a positive visual of the winged beasts sent to assail you and have
shared it here in this Nonogram, which, as you are well aware, dear Watson, is my favorite way to hide
visual details from prying eyes. Remember to blacken in the boxes that correspond to the numbers in
each column and row. I know you’ll be motivated to discover the culprits quickly, so good luck!

Tangrams
I’m getting close to discovering the answer we’ve been searching for
Watson and need you to meet my Chinese colleague, Ho, day after tomorrow to collect the existing
evidence I’ve already acquired.

Solving the three Tangrams
included here will reveal exactly
where to meet with Ho. Remember
that each of the shapes in the
upper left corner can only be used
one time, Watson, as I’m sure you
understand…especially after your
harrowing experience the last time
you visited Chinatown.

Good luck and remember…day
after tomorrow…no sooner and no
later. Ho will be waiting!

Puzzling
Alley Scene

Watson, if you take a look outside 221b Baker Street, you’ll soon discover I have left you the final
clues to the mystery that have been alluding us. While it may appeared cluttered, I have chosen to
make it so in order to mask to true clues to the puzzle, which are presented below in rhyming form.
A phone, 2 brooms and 6 men made of gingerbread. A map, a hotdog and a bird that is red.
A hanger, 2 sacks, and hourglass and drum. A bell, 3 newspapers and 3 barrels for rum.
Glasses to see, 4 apples and log. A fork, a sundae and a friend for your dog.

Endless…
I hope you enjoyed this e-book as much as I did
creating it for you. As you can see from the included
examples, there is a LOT of room for creativity and fun
using these types of puzzles along with the ones we
covered in my Puzzle Book trainings.
Whether you’re interested in creating Puzzle and
Activity Books for Adults or Children, this training will
show you EXACTLY how to create them succeed with
them…at the next level.

https://www.puzzlebookdesign.com

Chapter Three

Doodle Books

Make Doodle Books…
Chances are that, at some point in your life...as a child or as an
adult...you doodled. We all have. It’s a “mindless” activity that
helps us pass time, negotiate challenging tasks or to just de-stress.
Doodle Books are a type of low-content books that encourage
creative expression through drawing, painting, writing, etc.
In the Children’s Market, Doodle Books are primarily activity
books where kids are encouraged to “doodle” based on existing
scenes or stories.
In the Adult’s Market, Doodle Books are more focused on Art
Journaling as a form of exploration and meditation.
The pages that follow showcase excerpts of two completely
different Doodle Book styles…the first for the Children’s Market
and the second for the Adult’s Market. This are samples from my
OWN Doodle Books and are by no means the ONLY types of Doodle
Books you can create!
The fact is that Doodle Books are as easy (or even easier) than
creating ANY other type of low-content book…including coloring
books, journals and more! In other words…you can easily make
your own doodle books!

http://makedoodlebooks.com

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

Doodle Book Examples…

This Doodle Book Style Is
Similar to Art Journaling
Primarily use art, doodling prompts and inspirational quotes!

Inspired
Doodle forBook
Today… Examples…
Doodle
Imagine yourself flying free…doodle your explorations!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
Doodle the changes happening in your life right now!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
Every day has its bright spots…doodle yours from today!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
It’s time to celebrate…doodle something you’re celebrating today!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
Feel the flow of creative ideas…doodle what comes to mind!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
Imagine a gorgeous sunset…doodle watching it with your special someone!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
What makes your heart sing? Doodle what you love!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
Nature helps us reset our soul…doodle your favorite secret spots!

Inspired Doodle for Today…
Love fills our hearts to overflowing…doodle the loves of your life!

http://makedoodlebooks.com

Chapter Four

Photo Books

Photo Books…
LIFE is a collection of captured moments and the stories those
moments tell. That is what I truly LOVE about photography...it's the
primary choice of creative expression for nearly EVERYONE these
days, especially with the advent of mobile devices!
Everyone, it seems, is now a photographer, and that’s a beautiful
thing! We can use photos to tell the story of our life (or the stories
of others) in ways that were not possible before!
The overwhelming success of Social Media platforms like
Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, and Pinterest is proof that telling
life stories is alive and well in the 21st Century! But you have likely
ALSO noticed that print books are ALSO alive and well. While
scrolling through Social Media to see the captured moments of
others is certainly enjoyable, it certainly is not a replacement for
holding a beautifully-designed book IN YOUR HANDS that inspires
you!
There is something truly magical about an inspiring collection of
visual moments captured in time through your photography! We
are visual people and, if you're like me, looking through photobased books inspires you to:
• Visit those quaint shops in that overseas town they
photographed.
• Try that new food recipe they shared.
• Create a garden using the flowers shown.

Photo Books…
• Go on that adventure they documented.
• Build the same style of Family Room.
• Collect together YOUR family's historical and current photos.
• Share your OWN photos, art, and ideas for the things you love.
Whatever speaks to you! There is NO wrong way to do this!
Perhaps you’re thinking, “But I’m Not a Professional Photographer
OR a Designer...” So what! Where does it say that professional
photographers or designers are the ONLY ones who can tell visual
stories that inspire others?
There are SO MANY moments that each of us experiences daily
that WOULD inspire others...and it is time for you to share YOURS!
Of course, there are ALSO MANY amazing photos in the Public
Domain that you can use as well. The following pages share some of
my personal favorite sites that offer great photographs!

https://www.photobookmasterclass.com

Image Sites…
As you probably know, I am a HUGE fan (and expert) of all things
Public Domain, especially images, including photographs, graphics,
clip art, illustrations and more. The Public Domain still remains the
largest source for content of all time…and, unknown to many,
continues to grow every day!
Over the past few years, I’ve noticed a new trend of image sites
springing up with high-quality Public Domain images. It’s an exciting
trend, especially for those of us who are content and product
creators.

Public Domain Image Sites:
• http://www.cupcake.nilssonlee.se
•
•
•
•
•

http://www.imagebase.net
http://www.jaymantri.com
http://www.lifeofpix.com
http://freenaturestock.com
https://stocksnap.io

Image Sites…
Public Domain Image Sites:
• http://www.nos.twnsnd.co
• http://www.pickupimage.com
• http://www.picography.co
• http://www.littlevisuals.co
• http://www.magdeleine.co/license/cc0
•
•
•
•
•

http://www.moveast.me
http://www.skitterphoto.com
http://www.splitshire.com
http://www.startupstockphotos.com
http://www.stokpic.com

•
•
•
•
•

https://pixabay.com
http://www.travelcoffeebook.com
http://www.1millionfreepictures.com
http://www.4freephotos.com
http://www.goodfreephotos.com

Image Sites…
Public Domain Image Sites:
• http://www.gratisography.com
• http://kaboompics.com
• http://www.mypublicdomainpictures.com
• http://www.pdphoto.org
• http://www.pdpics.com
•
•
•
•
•

http://www.pexels.com
http://www.photopublicdomain.com
http://publicdomainarchive.com
http://isorepublic.com
http://shutteroo.com

•
•
•
•
•

https://www.stockified.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/spacex
https://foodiesfeed.com
http://fancycrave.com
http://mmtstock.com

Image Sites…
Public Domain Image Sites:
• http://visualhunt.com
• http://rightlight.nordwoodthemes.com
• https://www.flickr.com/photos/cc0
• http://www.rgbstock.com
• http://soul-photos.com
•
•
•
•
•

http://www.foodeverest.com
http://freephoto.cc
http://www.marblepics.com
http://dreamypixel.com
https://imagefinder.co

•
•
•
•
•

http://librestock.com
http://www.publicdomainpictures.net
http://www.photos-public-domain.com
http://www.picdrome.com
http://www.pond5.com/free

Image Sites…
Public Domain Image Sites:
• https://picjumbo.com
• http://www.titania-foto.com
• https://unsplash.com
• http://realisticshots.com
• http://www.resplashed.com

https://www.photobookmasterclass.com

Chapter Five

Educational
Books

Educational Books…
The education market was valued at around $1.350 trillion in the
year 2017 and it is expected to reach approximately $2.040 trillion
(and over $8 trillion globally) by 2026! E-Learning is predicted to hit
$325 billion by 2025. And the Educational Toy Market is expected
to hit $34.2 billion by 2024. Can you understand WHY we need to
talk?
We often carry the idea that education means the Three R’s:
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. But Wikipedia defines
“education” as “the process of facilitating learning, or the
acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits.”
Educational methods used every day include storytelling,
discussion, teaching, training, and directed research. But topics like
street smarts, discovery, curiosity, imagination are also important.
General Education subject categories include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Arts.
Foreign Languages.
History.
Language & Literature.
Writing.
Math.
PE & Health.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Science.
Social Sciences.
Media & Technology.
Business.
Entrepreneurship.
Critical Thinking.
Personal Growth.

Educational Books…
The education market was valued at around $1.350 trillion in the
year 2017 and it is expected to reach approximately $2.040 trillion
(and over $8 trillion globally) by 2026! E-Learning is predicted to hit
$325 billion by 2025. And the Educational Toy Market is expected
to hit $34.2 billion by 2024. Can you understand WHY we need to
talk?
We often carry the idea that education means the Three R’s:
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. But Wikipedia defines
“education” as “the process of facilitating learning, or the
acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits.”
Educational methods used every day include storytelling,
discussion, teaching, training, and directed research. But topics like
street smarts, discovery, curiosity, imagination are also important.
General Education subject categories include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Arts.
Foreign Languages.
History.
Language & Literature.
Writing.
Math.
PE & Health.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Science.
Social Sciences.
Media & Technology.
Business.
Entrepreneurship.
Critical Thinking.
Personal Growth.

But you can ALSO go MUCH deeper on each of these topics to
address much more focused topics!

Educational Books…
Below is a partial listing of some of the deeper topics you can
easily focus on when creating educational books and resources.
• Nature: Weather, Geology, Natural Forces, Climate, Forestry,
Oceans, Botany, etc.
• Math: Elementary Math, Algebra, Geometry, Household
Expenses and Budgeting, Advanced Math, etc.
• Basic Learning: Opposites, Colors, Shapes, Objects, Alphabet,
Activities, Puzzles, etc.
• Reading/Writing: Vocabulary, Spelling, Essays, Literature, Word
Problems, Comprehension, Writing, etc..
• Science: Chemistry, Astronomy, Physics, Electronics, Sounds,
Light, Vibration, etc.
• People: Biographies, Inventions, History, Vocations, Language,
Culture, Biology, Social Interaction, Pirates, Healthy Living, etc.
• Creatures: Mammals, Reptiles, Birds, Insects, Aquatic Life,
Dinosaurs, Cellular, etc.
• Creative: Art of all types, Game Creation, Music, Dance, Maker,
DIY, Crafts, etc.
• Discovery: Fossil Hunting, Hiking, Landmarks, Mysteries and
Myths, Archaeology, Farming, Collecting, Cycle of Life, etc.
• Technology: Electricity, Wind Power, Combustion, Steam,
Pulleys and Levers, etc.

Educational Books…
• Personal Development: Positive Attitude, Personal Hygiene,
Spirituality and Faith, Self-Worth, Habits, Achievement,
Entrepreneurship, etc.
• Government: Laws, Rights, Branches of Government, History,
Congress, Our Leaders, Current Issues, etc.
• Social Studies: Other Countries, Cultural Diversity, Languages,
Customs, etc.
• Business: Money Management, Interpersonal Relationships,
Product Sales, Marketing, Product Development, etc.
We often equate education with pre-school through college, but
it’s much more than that. YOU are learning RIGHT NOW! And THAT
is the beauty of this massive market!
Here are a couple questions to consider:
• What topics are you passionate about?
• What information could you share about those topics?
• What forms could that information take on?
For example, I love finding and collecting arrowheads and
artifacts. From an “Education” perspective, products I could create:
• Where to search and find artifacts.
• How to identify and date artifacts.
• How the tools were created and used.

Educational Books…
• Daily life for the cultures and people who created them.
• Make your own artifacts using old and new methods.
• How to clean and care for artifacts.
There are also MANY types of products I could create:
• Field Guides for adults or children.
• Discovery Kits.
• Identification Worksheets.
• Hunting Maps.
• Artifact journals and checklists.
• Artifact hunting tours.
• Flintknapping Kits for children or adults.
So what about the content we would use for our educational
books? Good question! There is a LOT of content in the Public
Domain, but that isn’t the ONLY source. There is ALSO your OWN
knowledge and expertise, hands-on and field experience,
partnerships with experts and good, old-fashioned research!
Creating products requires effort, but the payoff can be very
rewarding!

Educational Books…
To get you started, here are some great online resources to get
you started!
• http://www.oldfashionededucation.com
• https://www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/digitalcoll/digitalcollchildren.html
• http://en.childrenslibrary.org
• https://www.oercommons.org
• http://www.collegeopentextbooks.org
• http://google.com/books
For you researchers, here is a search “trick” I use all the time to
help identify the best sources for information:
Niche “KEYWORD” + Educational “KEYWORD” = GOLD
Here is a partial list of educational-related keywords:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Encyclopedia
Dictionary
Textbook
Manual
Course
Study
Curriculum
Guide

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Handbook
Instruction
College
Institute
Series
Volume
Glossary
Index

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Syllabus
Module
Primer
Intermediate
Exercises
Arithmetic
Composition
History

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Science
Spelling
Grammar
Geography
Social Studies
Art
Biography
Literature

Educational Books…
This is a fantastic market to create books and products for. You
are literally investing in people and in the future!
Chances are you are ALREADY creating educational products in
one form or another!
How can you add to or ramp up what you’re already doing?
My challenge to you is to re-think how you view educational
products.
The best part? You do NOT have to be a “teacher” or college
graduate!

https://www.educationalproductdesign.com

